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Dear members, 
 

Inaugural International Pathology Day, 5th November 2014 

The idea of having an International Pathology Day was first mooted about 2 years ago 

during the annual meeting of the International Liaison of Pathology Presidents. The idea 

was keenly taken up by member organisations and later on by the World Association of 

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine (WASPaLM). Finally, 5th November was proposed 

to be the day by the Royal College of Pathologists of the United Kingdom and accepted 

by all the participating pathology organisations across the continents. The idea was 

announced on a special website as well as the respective website of the respective 

pathology organisation. 

The College of Pathologists, Academy of Medicine of Malaysia, too celebrated the inaugural International Pathology 

Day on Wednesday 5th November 2014. A Clinical Cytometry Symposium supported by Beckman-Coulter was 

organised and representative pathologists from various states were invited to attend the Symposium as well as 

celebrate the occasion. A special cake was made for the day and a cake-cutting ceremony was held during the break. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pathology Day was celebrated in a variety of ways across the globe. You may visit the following website to have 

a glimpse of the celebrations around the World on that day - http://tinyurl.com/psfj89u. 

 

The Malaysian Journal of Pathology 

The Malaysian Journal of Pathology was first published in 1978 as an annual publication. From 1990, the Journal 

began publishing 2 issues a year to cater for the increasing number of manuscripts submitted to the Editorial Office. 

This year, the Chief Editor and Associate Editors have taken a bold step forward to publish 3 issues a year. In 

addition, the Editorial Board has been expanded to include academics of stature from all over the globe. In fact, a 

supplementary issue was also published in 2014 in conjunction with the 2014 International Congress of Pathology 

and Laboratory Medicine, held in Kuala Lumpur. There were 608 delegates from 28 countries attended the meeting 

and the supplementary issues were distributed during the Congress. We look forward to the continuing growth of the 

Journal to become an international journal of standing. The Council would like to thank Prof Datuk Looi Lai Meng, 

the Chief Editor, for her untiring effort to keep the Journal published in time.                                             Cont.next page 

Figure 1: Cake-cutting ceremony. From left to right: 
Dr Nik Rus Mazeni, Dr Raja Azma, Datuk Dr 
Faraizah, Prof SK Cheong, Dr SC Ng, Dr Eusni 
Rohayu. 

Flow cytometry was first introduced to Malaysia in the mid-Eighties in 

the Institute for Medical Research (IMR), Kuala Lumpur. The 

cytometer then was monstrous in size as it was water-cooled and 

occupied a whole room. The first air-cooled, small foot-print, flow 

cytometer was acquired by my research group funded by an IRPA grant 

in 1988. This single-colour flow cytometer was very robust and served 

my research group for more than 20 years. It was particular popular 

among research students and young pathologists who first learnt about 

flow cytometry. This cytometer was finally retired a few years ago as we 

could no longer able to find an engineer for maintenance support. This 

cytometer is now a museum piece saved from the scrap yard and placed 

in a corner in the Stem Cell Transplant Laboratory of Hospital UKM. 

http://tinyurl.com/psfj89u
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2015 Annual Scientific Meeting and 40th Anniversary Celebration of the Pathology Advocates 
The next Annual Scientific Meeting will be held on 13th-14th June 2015 in Kuala Lumpur. At the same time, the 
CPathAMM would like to celebrate its role as pathology advocate for 40 years. Associate Professor Dr Leong 
Chooi Fun of the UKM Medical Centre and her Organising Committee members were entrusted with this task. In 
addition, they are also requested to compile a book on the pathology profession in Malaysia. The book will trace 
the journey of the pathology profession from the formation of the Malaysian Society of Pathologists in 1975 and its 
later merger with the Chapter of Pathologists, Academy of Medicine of Malaysia, in 1999, to form the CPathAMM. 
I appeal to all members of the CPathAMM to come forward to assist the Committee to fill the gaps of information 
with fond memories, moving tales and nostalgic photographs. Please direct all information to her email address as 
follows:  cfleong@gmail.com. 

With best wishes and a happy 2015, 

Emeritus Professor SK Cheong,  

President, 

12th December 2014. 

International Pathology Day (IPD) was established by the Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath) and the first 
annual IPD was celebrated worldwide on 5th November 2014. The event was created as an opportunity to 
recognise and celebrate the contribution and important role played by Pathology and laboratory medicine services 
in addressing global health challenges and improving the health outcomes of people and communities around the 
world. More importantly, it served as an opportunity to create awareness in the wider public on the important role 
of pathology in their daily lives. 
 
  IPD is supported by the following 26 organisations: American Society for Clinical Pathology, Association of Clinical 
Pathologists, Academy of Medicine of Malaysia - College of Pathologists, Association of Pathologists of East, 
Central & Southern Africa, British Division of the International Academy of Pathology, Medical Department, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences & Art, College of American Pathologists, Canadian Association of Pathologists, 
College of Pathologists of the Colleges of Medicine of South Africa, Colleges of Pathologists of East, Central & 
Southern Africa, East Africa Division of the International Academy of Pathology, European Society of Pathology, 
Faculty of Pathology, Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, Hong Kong College of Pathologists, International 
Federation of Clinical Chemistry & Laboratory Medicine, Labs are Vital, Musgrove Park Hospital, Pakistan 
Association of Pathologists, Pathology Diagnostics Ltd, Pathological Society, Royal College of Pathologists of 
Australasia, Singapore General Hospital, Department of Pathology, University of Sarajevo (Bosnia & Herzegovina), 
University of Bradford, West African Division of the International Academy of Pathology, and World Association of 
Societies of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine. 

mailto:cfleong@gmail.com
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  A wide range of activities were organised around the world to highlight the importance of Pathology. The 
activities included talks, workshops, receptions and demonstrations and were held in hospitals, schools, universities 

and communities around the world. The list below highlighted some IPD events organised: 

 London, United Kingdom: “Love Pathology” Awareness was celebrated at Trust at Charing Cross, St Mary’s and 

Hammersmith Hospitals to promote how Pathology contributes to healthcare targeting medical professionals 

 Abuja, Nigeria: “A Day Out With Pathologists” event was celebrated with 50 senior secondary school students 
from ten schools. Mini laboratories were set up and students interacted with pathologists to learn hands on 
experience on microscopy observation of malaria parasites, motile bacteria, sickled cell blood cells, and 

malignant cells. 

 Berlin, Germany: “Pathology Concerns Everyone…..Sooner or Later” was open day at the Institute of Pathology 
for medical professionals, medical students and general public. It included a guided tour of the Pathology 
department with presentations on the role of Pathology in clinical medicine and the importance of autopies, 

molecular pathology and current research. 

 Edinburgh, Scotland: “Pathology in Action: Disease, Dissection & Diagnosis” introduced Pathology to 48 
schoolchildren in an interactive way in Edinburgh University Roslin Institute. The students were introduced to both 
human and animal Pathology, the differences and similarities between the two and importance of Pathology as 

diagnostic and research tools. 

 Melbourne, Australia: “Pathology: Prevention versus Diagnosis” targeted general public to create awareness in 

health monitoring and taking action prior to diagnosis of a condition or diseases.   

December 2014 Issue  

In conjunction with International Pathology Day, the College of Pathologists along with Straits Scientific Sdn. Bhd. 

and Beckman Coulter Malaysia jointly organised “Go with the FLOW: 2014 Malaysia Clinical Flow Cytometry 

Symposium” on 5th November. The symposium was held at the Royale Chulan Hotel, Kuala Lumpur and participants 

consisted of local pathologists and scientific officers. 

  The objective of this symposium was to be a platform to share experiences and challenges in current Haematology 

Neoplasm diagnosis by flow cytometry analysis. Dr. Stephen J. Kussick, Associate Medical Director, Director of 

Hematopathology and Director of Flow Cytometry at PhenoPath Laboratories in Seattle, was the invited 

international speaker of this symposium. Dr. Kussick has extensive experiences in the use of morphologic, 

immunophenotypic, and molecular methods in the diagnosis of hematolymphoid diseases. During the symposium, he 

delivered a lecture titled “Challenging Cases in Hematolymphoid Immunophenotyping”. 

   Dr. Michael Kapinsky, Beckman Coulter International, was the second invited speaker.  Dr Kapinsky delivered two 

technical lectures titled “Multicolour Panel Design” and “The ONE Study - A Ground-breaking Model for 

Standardisation in Multicolour Phenotyping”. In addition, there were two clinical case studies on Acute Myeloid and 

Lymphoid Leukaemia and Lymphoproliferative Disorders were presented during the symposium. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a t h o l o g y  D a y  – M a l a y s i a  



3rd Malaysia Lymphoma Network Meeting  

6th September 2014 

Hospital Ampang 

 

The College of Pathologists and the Malaysian Society of Haematology Oncological Society jointly organised this 

meeting with the support of Roche (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.  This one day educational meeting, as part of the Continuing 

Medical Education (CME), included lectures and case discussions on various types of lymphoma cases.  This also 

aimed to serve as a platform for interactive sessions between the pathologists and haematologists with regards to 

the diagnosis and management of lymphomas. Two overseas experts were invited for this meeting:  

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tan Soo Yong (National University of Singapore) 

 Prof. Dr. Kim Won Seog (Samsung Medical Centre, Korea) 

 

  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tan delivered two lectures on “Management of B-cell non-Hodgkin Lymphoma in Asia: Resource-

stratified Guidelines” and “Challenges and Differentiation between Mediastinal DLBCL and Primary Mediastinal B-

cell Lymphoma”. Prof. Dr. Kim delivered lectures on “Diagnosis of Cutaneous Lymphoma” and “Lymphoma Registries 

in Korea”. The meeting also included 6 case studies from various hospitals from around Malaysia. 

N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

Microscopy Workshop 

30th September - 1st October 2014 

Clinical School Johor Bahru, Monash University Malaysia 

 

The College of Pathologists and Monash University Malaysia jointly organised this workshop with the support of Carl 

Zeiss (M) Sdn. Bhd. and Nazca Scientific Sdn. Bhd.   
 

  This two-day microscopy workshop, included microscopy lectures along with training, practical and demo sessions. 

The workshop meant to provide in-depth educational knowledge on microscopy. Lectures were given on basic 

microscopy, contrasting methods including fluorescence microscopy and digital slide scanner. Participants were 

exposed to three types of microscopes: upright, inverted and dissecting. Practical sessions were provided to teach 

participants on getting good microscope images in addition to providing them exposure to the latest microscopy 

technologies. 

Malaysian Journal of Pathology 
 

Path Talk is pleased to announce that MJPath December 2014 issue is available online now. The Journal 

and its full texts are accessible at the following website: http://www.mjpath.org.my. 

CPathAMM NEWSLETTER 
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2014 International Congress of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine (ICPaLM) 

& 48th Malaysia - Singapore Congress of Medicine 

Shangri-La Hotel, Kuala Lumpur 

26th – 28th August, 2014 

 

The College of Pathologists, with participation of the World Association of Societies of Pathology & 

Laboratory Medicine (WASPaLM), the Academy of Medicine, Singapore and the Hong Kong Academy 

of Medicine, organised the 2014 International Congress of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine 

(ICPaLM). ICPaLM 2014 was held in conjunction with the 48th Tripartite Congress of Medicine of the 

Academies of Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong. The theme of this Congress is “Personalised 

Diagnostics: From Bench to Bedside” and featured many aspects of Pathology with emphasis on transfer 

of knowledge. The Congress also highlighted the importance of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine in 

the current trends of the practice of Medicine. Dr. Arni Talib from Hospital Kuala Lumpur was the 

Chairperson of the Organising Committee comprising three Advisors and14 committee members.  

 

 The  Congress began with the K. Prathap Memorial Lecture delivered by the Distinguished Speaker 

from the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), Prof. Dr. Dennis Yuk-Ming Lo entitled - Molecular 

Diagnostics Using Plasma DNA: From Science to Clinical Reality. Other Distinguished Speakers invited 

for the Congress included: Datuk Seri Dr. Subramaniam Sathasivam, Minister of Health Malaysia, 

delivered the 20th Tun Dr. Ismail Oration entitled - Towards the “Ministry of Health” and Tan Sri Dato’ 

Dr. Abu Bakar Suleiman, President of the International Medical University, delivered the 2nd T. J. 

Danaraj Oration entitled - The Hippocratic Commitment and Patients: A Declining Trend in Modern 

Medicine. The Scientific Committee, chaired by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Leong Chooi Fun, lined up a diverse 

array of renowned speakers to present up-to-date and relevant topics by experts in all fields of the 

Pathology disciplines.  Parallel break-out sessions were conducted over the three-day congress to cover 

all the interesting topics. Among the scientific highlights were: Biomarkers in transplantation, 

International standards & laboratory quality, Clinical applications of next generation sequencing in the 

management of cancer, targeted genomic, Cell-based diagnosis & treatment, Ethical issues in 

personalised diagnostics, Forensic cardiopathology, Emerging paradigm of genomic- & proteomic-

based microbiology and many more.  

 

 Four scientific abstracts were shortlisted for the Young Investigator Awards. The award was jointly 

awarded to AW Ahmad Asnawi et al. for the paper entitled - Thalassaemia Screening in Newborns 

Using Dried Cord Blood Spots: A Preliminary Observation and,  HH Siah and Arni Talib for the paper 

entitled - Vascular Malformations and Neoplasms: An Effort to Reclassify the Commonest Soft Tissue 

Lesion in Children and Adolescents. For poster presentation, a total of 108 abstracts were accepted 

with 40 from Anatomical Pathology, 13 from Chemical Pathology, 10 from Forensic Pathology, 30 from 

Haematology, 7 from Microbiology and 8 from other fields. Three Best Poster Awards and four 

consolation prizes were also awarded. All abstracts of papers presented during ICPaLM 2014 were 

published as Supplementary Issue of MJPath and are available online at: http://

www.mjpath.org.my/2014/supplement-A/index.html. 
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 Two pre-congress workshops were organised prior to ICPaLM 2014: workshop in Cytology was chaired by 

Prof. Dr. Sharifah Noor Akmal and held on 24th August at the Advanced Surgical Skills Centre (ASSC), UKM 

Medical Centre while workshop in Haematology was chaired by Prof. Datin Dr. Hamidah Hussin and held on 

25th August at the Medical Academies of Malaysia. A total of 36 booths were set up for exhibitors with 

Abbott Diagnostics (M) Sdn. Bhd., Roche Diagnostics (M) Sdn. Bhd. and Sysmex (M) Sdn. Bhd. as Gold 

Sponsors. Lunch satellite symposiums were also organised by several industrial sponsors over the three-day 

period. Congress dinner was held on the second night with two entertaining cultural performances for our 

overseas visitors and guests. They were also invited on stage to join in the traditional dances at the end of 

the dinner. The Congress also included Conferment of Fellowships on Presidents/Officers of overseas 

Academies/Colleges/Organisations and Academicians in addition to new members induction. 
 

 ICPaLM 2014 was a tremendous success with great turnout. Current knowledge in all five disciplines of 

Pathology were disseminated. Participants were able to create new collaboration networks in addition to 

catching up with their colleagues. Path Talk, on behalf of the College, would like to thank Dr. Arni Talib, the 

Organising Chairperson for the event, and her team of dedicated committee members for their hard work in 

ensuring the success of this Congress. We would also like to record our appreciation to all the speakers, 

participants and industrial sponsors for their generous support. 

From top: (1) Prof. Lo delivering the K. Prathap 
Memorial Lecture (2) Arrival of Datuk Seri Dr. 
Subramaniam Sathasivam (3) Eminent speakers invited 
for ICPaLM 2014. 

From top: (1) Conferment of Fellowship ceremony        
(2) Participants of ICPaLM 2014 attending lecture                                    
(3) Organising Committee of ICPaLM 2014. 
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U p c o m i n g  E v e n t  

 

 
 

MEDLAB Asia Pacific Congress 

Marina Bay Sands, Singapore 

18th - 20th March, 2015 
 

The MEDLAB Asia Pacific Congress will feature eight accredited scientific tracks on the following: Laboratory 

Management, Imaging & Diagnostics, Research & Development, Clinical Chemistry, Molecular Diagnostics, 

Haematology, Infectious Diseases, and Oncology.  

For further information on the programmes and registration, please visit the following website: http://

www.medlabasia.com/. 
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From top: (1) Young Investigator Award Winner: 

Dr. Asral Wirda Ahmad Asnawi (2) Young 

Investigator Award Joint Winner: Ms. Siah HH. 

(3) Participants checking out the e-Posters. 

From top: (1) Congress dinner distinguished 

speakers and guests (2) Taking part in 

traditional dances (3) Participants checking out 

the different exhibition booths. 



CPathAMM NEWSLETTER 


